
Mastering the Visitor Visa
B2 – Tourist Visitor

B1 – Business Visitor



Disclaimer



VISITOR’S VISA

BASIC REQUIREMENTS



What is a Visitor’s Visa?
• A B-2 visa is a nonimmigrant visa that 

allows individuals to enter the United 
States for tourism or pleasure-related 
activities. This can include activities such 
as visiting friends or family, participating 
in social events, or engaging in leisure 
activities like sightseeing or vacationing.

• A B-1 Visa is a nonimmigrant visa that 
allows individual to enter the United 
States for business purposes, BUT NOT 
EMPLOYMENT

• We do not discuss B1 servants, 
domestic employees, etc. in this 
course – these visas are covered in 
our Employment Based Immigration 
Courses.



All Visitor’s Visa – Basic Requirements

• B-2 visa applicants must 
demonstrate that they:

• Have ties to their home country that 
they do not intend to abandon;

• Have enough funds to support 
themselves during their stay in the 
US; and 

• They intend to leave the US at the end 
of their visit.



B-2 Visas ALWAYS APPLY FOR 
B1/B2



What Needs to Be 
Demonstrated to the DOS?

1.The primary purpose of their trip 
to the United States must be for 
tourism or pleasure.

• B1 – BUSINESS PURPOSES

2.They must have a residence 
outside the United States and 
other binding ties that will ensure 
their return home at the end of 
their visit.

3.They must have enough financial 
resources to cover the expenses of 
their trip and stay in the United 
States without working or 
receiving financial assistance from 
a U.S. source.



Things That Lead to Denial
Attorney May Be Able to Help

They must not have a criminal record or pose a 
security threat to the United States.

They must not have previously violated the terms 
of a U.S. visa or immigration laws.

They must not have any communicable disease 
or be otherwise inadmissible to the United States



Required Documents
1. A valid passport with at least 6 months validity beyond the intended stay in 

the United States.

2. A completed and signed online visa application form (DS-160).

3. A 2×2 inch photograph that meets the requirements for passport photos 
(Not All Countries).

4. Proof of financial support, such as bank statements, paycheck stubs or a 
letter from an employer; or sponsor outlining the purpose of your trip and 
the expenses that will be covered.

5. An itinerary of your trip, including details about your accommodation and 
transportation arrangements. (Not Required – but helpful)

6. Proof of ties to your home country, such as a letter from your employer, 
property ownership documents, or proof of family ties.

7. Additional documents may be required depending on the purpose of your 
trip, such as an invitation letter from a U.S. host or proof of previous travel 
experience.
 Persons with weak ties – no or low income

https://www.uscisguide.com/forms/ds-160-nonimmigrant-visa-application/


Invitation Letters & 
Affidavits of Support

Do Invitation Letters Matter?
• Usually have little impact 
• Most useful: low income, does not have 

property, lack of family ties, elderly AND there 
is a specific event they are coming to US 

• Affidavit of Support
• Used under the same circumstances
• Form I-134 NOT I-864
• If using an invitation letter and affidavit of 

support – Travel Itinerary and Accommodations 
(Hotel, Airbnb – or include in letter that they are 
going to stay with the sponsor)



Application Process
1.Fill out the online visa application form (DS-160) and pay the visa application fee.

• Some countries – pay online
• Some countries – generate payment slip and pay at bank

2.Schedule an interview at a U.S. Embassy or Consulate.
• http://ais.usvisa-info.com
• https://www.ustraveldocs.com

3.Gather all required documents, including a valid passport, a photo, proof of 
financial support, and an itinerary of your trip.

• YOU WILL PREPARE THE INTERVIEW PACKET

4.Attend the interview and provide all require ed documents.

5.Wait for the decision on the application – usually the same day.

http://ais.usvisa-info.com/
https://www.ustraveldocs.com/


DS-160
Patience – CEAC freezes – Kicks You Out
May have retrieve application several times



START APPLICATION





TIP

WARNING – DOESN’T ALWAYS WORK / KICKED 
OUT OF SYSTEM WHILE BEING SENT TO PRINT

THERE IS ONE OPPORTUNITY TO PRINT THE 
ENTIRE APPLICATION AT THE END 

PRINT EACH PAGE OF THE DS-160 (PAPER/PDF) 
AS YOU REVIEW – AND BEFORE YOU SUBMIT



CEAC 
Confirmation 
Page 
(Must Have 
For Interview)



Scheduling the 
Appointment
ais.info –
ustraveldocs.com



Wait Times for 
Appointments

Currently 12 – 24 Months

Can make expedited requests

Emergency travel

Health

Major event

Any other compelling reason
Make request in visa appointment 

scheduling system – Must make 
an appointment first



Interview Packet



Interview Packet

Visa Appointment 
Confirmation Page;

Copy of MRV Payment 
Receipt:

CEAC Confirmation 
Page;

Copy of Applicant´s 
Unexpired Mexican 

Passport – (Original with 
Applicant);

Copy of Applicant’s 
Most Recent  B1/B2 Visa 

(if applicable);

Copy of Applicant’s 
Marriage Certificate;

Copy of Children’s Birth 
Certificates;

Proof of Employment / 
Business;

Proof of Residence; Invitation Letter (if 
applicable); and

Form I-134, Affidavit of 
Support and Supporting 

Documents (if 
applicable)



Refused – Denied
Refused – Administrative 
Processing
Approved
Issued



Status Check – www.ceac.state.gov



Refused - DENIED



Refused – ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESSING



APPROVED AND ISSUED



DENIALS
INADMISSIBILITY

HOW TO PROCEED



Denial / 
Inadmissibility

• All denial are due to a ground of 
inadmissibility

• Most common: INA 214(b) – Failure to 
Demonstrate Nonimmigrant Intent

• Criminal grounds: INA 212 – Various 
Sections



Administrative 
Processing –

Looks like a 
denial

INA 221g

This is a ground of “temporary 
inadmissibility” due to 
administrative processing

Administrative processing is the 
process when there is a



DOS does not 
have a 
timeframe / 
deadline to 
make a 
decision



When to Refer to an Attorney

• No explanation given to client
• More than 60 days in admin processing
• More than 45 days in admin processing after the 

submission of a request
• Multiple denials under 214b – and they appear to 

have ties

Admin processing

Denial under any other reason than 214b



When to Refer to an Attorney

Criminal Record in ANY Country

Previous Visa Cancelled

Previous Visa Denied under ANY Other Ground EXCEPT 214b

Previous Visa Revoked due to Overstay

Unlawful Presence in the US for ANY amount of time

Ever Ordered Removed from the US



Not Just Any Attorney

Dealing with the US Consulates/Embassy Abroad is 
niche market

Not all attorneys do

Attorneys with relationships with the US Consulates 
or Contacts tend to make this a bit of specialty



Final Thoughts

• Most B1/B2 Visas are simple
• DS-160s take patience
• ALL NIV are discretionary – does not 

take much to get denied
• Don’t take chances with even 

borderline complicated cases 
• Use your attorney network
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