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2 0 2 3  R E C A P

• Faster processing times – Accomplished in many areas

• More opportunities to help immigrant families – Accomplished (Biden’s program, faster 
processing, less interviews, etc)

• Opportunities for US Persons and Entities to sponsor persons from struggling 
countries – Accomplished – Biden’s Humanitarian Parole

• Streamlined Naturalization process – Most interviews are being scheduled within 90 –
180 days

2



W H A T  C A N  W E  E X P E C T I N  2 0 2 4 ?

• Movement in priority dates

• The sunset of visa availability under 245i

• F-1 Students are now classified as dual intent visas

• SIGNIFICANT increase in USCIS Fees

• Multiple Countries open for Re-registration for TPS

• New Cases due to the expansion of the Family Reunification Parole

• Litigation on DACA and Biden’s Parole Program
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M O V E M E N T  
I N  P R I O R I T Y  
D A T E S
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V A S T  M O V E M E N T S  I N  P R I O R I T Y  D A T E S

• As priority dates come current for 245i, we are starting to see movement in priority dates.

• One category is still backlogged significantly – F4 in Mexico

• One category is starting to regress – F2A in all countries

• We expect to continue to see more rapid movement in priority dates with the sunset of 
245i dates being current
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W H A T  H A P P E N S  A S  2 4 5 I  S U N S E T S
Who will be eligible to adjust under 245i



D E A D L I N E  T O F I L E 2 4 5 I  
A D J U S T M E N T S

• One year from the date of availability of a visa number

• New Policy (1/12/24) – Adjustment of Status is now filed using the Final Action dates, 
NOT the Filing Dates.

• This is in part to utilize left over visas from other categories to approve AOS in the US.

• USCIS is posting a SEPARATE Visa Bulletin for Adjustments of Status

• Adjustment of Status Filing Charts from the Visa Bulletin | USCIS

• This applies to ALL family/employment preference categories 
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https://www.uscis.gov/green-card/green-card-processes-and-procedures/visa-availability-priority-dates/adjustment-of-status-filing-charts-from-the-visa-bulletin




C U R R E N T  
R E / R E G I S T R A T I O N



T P S – R E G I S T R A T I O N / R E -
R E G I S T R A T I O N

The re-registration period under the TPS designation of:

• El Salvador is currently open and runs through March 9, 2025;

• Haiti is currently open and runs through Aug. 3, 2024;

• Honduras is currently open and runs through July 5, 2025;

• Nepal is currently open and runs through June 24, 2025;

• Nicaragua is currently open and runs through July 5, 2025; and

• Sudan is currently open and runs through April 19, 2025.
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T P S – E X T E N S I O N S

DHS will extend the designations of:

• El Salvador for 18 months, from Sept. 10, 2023, through March 9, 2025 (60-day re-registration period from July 12, 2023, 
through Sept. 10, 2023);

• Honduras for 18 months, from Jan. 6, 2024, through July 5, 2025 (60-day re-registration period from Nov. 6, 2023, through Jan. 
5, 2024);

• Nepal for 18 months, from Dec. 25, 2023, through June 24, 2025 (60-day re-registration period from Oct. 24, 2023, through Dec. 
23, 2023); and

• Nicaragua for 18 months, from Jan. 6, 2024, through July 5, 2025 (60-day re-registration period from Nov. 6, 2023, through Jan. 
5, 2024).

• Existing TPS beneficiaries who wish to extend their status must re-register during the 60-day re-registration period for their 
country’s designation.
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F - 1  S T U D E N T S  – D U A L  
I N T E N T



F  A N D  M  A D D E D  T O  T H E  L I S T  O F  
D U A L  I N T E N T  V I S A S

• On December 20, 2023, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) issued 
updated policy guidance in the USCIS Policy Manual pertaining to nonimmigrant 
students in F and M status. An F-1 visa allows a nonimmigrant student to enter the 
U.S. to student at a college or university, while nonimmigrants in M status pursue 
training at a vocational school or other nonacademic institution.

• Recognition of that students are more likely to want to stay in the US.

• Does not apply to J Visas

https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-manual-updates/20231220-NonimmigrantStudents.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-2-part-f-chapter-8


F A M I LY  R E U N I F I C A T I O N  
P R O G R A M



I N V I TAT I O N  T O  
R E U N I F I C AT I O N  
PA R O L E

• If you are eligible to submit Form I-134A to initiate the FRP process on behalf of a 
beneficiary, you will receive a written invitation by email or mail, which includes a 
12-month deadline for applying. 

• The Department of State’s National Visa Center (NVC) will email the invitation to 
petitioners if there is an email address of record associated with the approved 
Form I-130. If there is no email address of record, the NVC will mail the invitation to 
the petitioner’s mailing address of record.

• You must receive an invitation notifying you of your eligibility before you submit 
Form I-134A.

• If you submit Form I-134A without an invitation, we will not confirm your 
submission, and the FRP process will not move forward for the beneficiary listed in 
Form I-134A.



I N V I T A T I O N  T O  
R E U N I F I C A T I O N  P A R O L E



P R O C E S S  A F T E R  I N V I T A T I O N

• Step 1: Invitation sent to petitioner.

• Step 2: Petitioner submits Form I-134A online.

• Step 3: Beneficiary electronically provides information supporting the request.

• Step 4: Beneficiary submits request in CBP One mobile application.

• Step 5: Beneficiary receives advance authorization to travel to the United States.

• Step 6: Beneficiary seeks parole at the port of entry.

• Step 7: Beneficiary is paroled into the United States.

• Adjusts status when priority date comes current

• Family Reunification Parole Processes | USCIS

https://www.uscis.gov/FRP


B O R D E R  I S S U E S
W H O  Y O U  C A N  H E L P  A N D  W H O  Y O U  C A N  N O T



W H O  C A N  N O N - A T T O R N E Y S  H E L P  
F O R  T H E  P E O P L E  C O M I N G  T H R O U G H  
T H E B O R D E R

• Most people are being let in for the purposes of filing asylum, and placed into removal 
proceedings.

• Some are formally granted parole, some are not.

• Parolees of any kind are usually eligible for work permits immediately.

• Parolees are given I-94s and/or documents that clearly state that they are PAROLED.

• You cannot help asylum seekers – but you can inform them that they need an attorney
right away because they only have 1 year to file after their entry into the United States.

• Other than work permits – YOU CANNOT HELP ANYONE IN REMOVAL PROCEEDINGS



W E  H O P E  
T O  S E E  

Y O U  I N  A  
F U T U R E  

C L A S S
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